
2 December 2010 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Hart, Grey-Bruce Health Unit 
 
Mr. Hart: 
 
Thank you for sharing with me your letter of September 30, 2010 to Mr. 
Meyers regarding minimum lot sizes required for private septic and water 
supply systems.  I agree that it is important to clarify the lot size issue as Mr. 
D’Alessandro’s comment regarding minimum lot sizes1 in his letter of April 
15, 2008 to Brad McRoberts (MPW TSBP) has been misinterpreted and 
misrepresented.2, 3

 
 

I have two comments which I trust will be helpful. 
 

1. Calling the 30,000 square foot minimum lot size for a septic 
system/ sand point presented by Mr. D’Alessandro a “guideline” 
suggests that there is something official about it.  Yet without a 
reference as to where the “guideline” comes from, it appears to 
have come out the blue, and thus appears not to be an official 
guideline at all.  And in the context of the many 20,000 square feet 
and smaller lots with approved septic systems, the 30,000 square 
foot number doesn’t even seem to be right.  It seems to me that the 
30,000 square foot number would be better characterized as a 
guess.  Without some more definitive derivation, I would advise 
that the 30,000 figure not be used at all, and not be referred to as a 
guideline.  The Ontario building code, which does not even 
mention lot size, is a better official reference. 

 

                                                 
1 “There should be a minimum lot size for homes served by a private drinking water supply and a private 
septic system.  This lot size should be 30,000 ft2.” (From Lou D’Alessandro letter to McRoberts 15 April 
2008) 
 
2 “Mr. Graham indicated that a property should be 30,000 sq. ft. to facilitate a septic and well system.  He 
believes that of the 2,487 lots, 2,310 are less than 30,000 sq. ft.” (COW minutes 5 October, 2010) 
 
3 “The building code specifies that a proper septic system requires 30,000 square feet.  Only 7% meet that.” 
(Dan Kerr comments from COW meeting 19 October, 2010 - from C. Gammie notes) 



2. You indicated that: “Mr. D’Alessandro’s comments in his letter 
pertaining to drinking water, private on-site sewage systems and 
lot density in Sauble Beach suggest that many lots within the town 
would be of insufficient size to meet existing criteria for private on-
site sewage system construction.”    

 
Actually Mr. D’Alessandro’s comments do not suggest that at all.  
Mr. D’Alessandro’s comments were not about Sauble Beach but 
rather were about only the downtown core of Sauble Beach, and 
were not about “many lots within the town” but rather were about 
many lots within the downtown core. 

 
 
Regards, 
 
Craig Gammie 
 
cc  Mike Meyers, Genivar 

Mayor and Council TSBP 
Rick Chappell, MOE 


